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The Yukon Outfitters operating within the Peel are dismayed at the Yukon
Governments attempt to destroy the Peel Watershed Land Use Plan. The Plan was developed
over many years at a substantial cost. The planning process was democratic, with respected
participation from First Nations, Industry, Government and the Yukon public. The Peel
Watershed Planning Commission has always had a defined mandate and a statement of
intent. The result of their hard work was an excellent plan that preserved the ecological
integrity of one of the Yukon’s most pristine watersheds.

The Yukon Government has now released eight principles to guide the final planning
process. These principles should have been included at the beginning of the planning process.
It would have produced a radically different plan, but at least the democratic integrity of the
planning process would have been preserved. Introducing these principles at this late date is
unfair and puts the completion of the plan in a timely manner in jeopardy. The tone and
intent of several of the government principles are not compatible with the Peel Watershed
Plan as is now completed. It appears that the Yukon Governments principles, which at best
are ideological statements, would allow for unfettered access to large scale mining interests
as well as road access.

The four Yukon Outfitters listed below firmly believe that entire watershed is a key
area deserving special protection. Opening the watershed up to mining development while
adding a few postage stamp sized protection areas, makes a mockery of the whole land use
planning process. The mining industry is currently booming and the Yukon economy at an all
time high. Now is the time to protect some of our unique environmental assets and this can
be done without compromising the bottom line of our mining exploration industry. The plan
produced by the Peel Watershed Planning Commission should be respected and adopted.
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